Delirious behavior in children with acute necrotizing encephalopathy.
To clarify the features of delirious behavior in patients with acute necrotizing encephalopathy. We retrospectively evaluated the clinical course of 38 children with acute necrotizing encephalopathy diagnosed on the basis of neuroradiological findings. The patients were divided into two groups according to the presence or absence of delirious behavior. We compared clinical features, laboratory data, neuroimaging findings, and outcome between those with and without delirious behavior. In patients with delirious behavior, chronological sequence of neurological symptoms and the characteristics of delirious behavior were investigated. Delirious behavior was observed in 8 patients. Patient characteristics or most laboratory data on admission were not significantly different between those with and without delirious behavior. Brainstem lesions were more frequent in patients with delirious behavior than in those without. In contrast, lesions in lentiform nuclei, cerebral hemisphere, or cerebellum were relatively more frequent in patients without delirious behavior. It was the initial neurological symptom in 7 of 8 patients. Stupor and seizures were observed after delirious behavior in most patients. Delirious behavior was not uncommon in children with acute necrotizing encephalopathy. Brainstem lesions may be related to the development of delirious behavior of children with acute necrotizing encephalopathy.